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In 2011, after a lengthy struggle, South Sudan became the worldâ€™s youngest independent

nation. The area and its people had endured a brutal colonial conquest followed by a century of

deliberate government neglect and racial oppression. Sudanâ€™s war of liberation&#151;although

victorious&#151;resulted in many negative economic consequences, especially in rural areas

dependent upon humanitarian aid. The violent aftermath of independence has resulted in looting,

raids, and massacres in some regions.South Sudan: A Slow Liberation examines these problems

and provides a revealing, multi-layered description of the current state of the country. Looking

specifically at the Jonglei state, South Sudanâ€™s most mutinous hinterland, Edward Thomas

explains how it came to be at the heart of the journey toward state power and liberation and has

exemplified South Sudanâ€™s history as a rebel threat to the Sudanese government. Drawing on

hundreds of interviews, South Sudan gives a sharply focused, fresh account of the countryâ€™s

continuing struggle.
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I almost never write reviews, but everyone should read this book if they have any interest in South

Sudan. It is both extremely nuanced and quite accessible, and does a fantastic job of highlighting

South Sudanese perspectives and voices, which are far too often ignored or marginalized in official

(usually Westerner-written) accounts of South Sudan. I research South Sudan for a living, so you

might think I'm more likely to enjoy this book than most people, but I think the opposite it true - I

think about the place all day, so it takes a LOT to make me want to read a book about it in my free

time. This book is meticulously researched and beautifully written. A must-read.
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